
was first to hit the President, and the actual shot which 
the computer shows came from the knoll. 
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Chapter Four 



Second Hit 



President Kennedy was hit by a second bullet from a shot from behind. This was 
observed by Secret Service agent, Glen Bennet, who rode in the follow-up car. 
Before the autopsy was conducted at Bethesda Hospital only a few hours after the 
assassination, Bennet reported that he, ‘saw the shot hit the President about four 
inches down from the right shoulder.’ Careful scrutiny of the Zapruder film also 
confirms this. The hit took place almost immediately after the bullet had hit the 
President’s throat, at Zapruder frame 228. 

The Warren Commission did not acknowledge this hit. To have done so would have 
introduced a fourth bullet into the reckoning and a fourth bullet would have 
wrecked their argument that Lee Harvey Oswald, alone and unaided, shot and killed 
President Kennedy. We examined this hit in the fight of the Warren claim that all 
bullets were fired from the Texas School Book Depository sixth floor ‘sniper’s 
nest,’ however. 

There is no doubt this shot came from behind. Whether it came from the sniper s 
nest is a different matter altogether, and one which provokes much speculation, to 
say the least. The ‘sniper’s nest’ was not at all a suitable location for the shooter of 
this bullet: there was a tree obscuring the view in part, and this would have been 
extremely ofiputting to any skilled shooter. It would have been with considerable 
difficulty that any kind of shot was lined up from this window and the results 
would, very much, have been ‘hit and miss.’ 
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We decided to explore whether any of the sixth floor windows might have been 
used for this shot and we, therefore, produced an animation in which we moved 
from one window to the next for all seven windows on the floor, seeking to find a 
more realistic position from which to shoot. We saw that better vision was available 
at some of thd other windows, with the furthest away comer window providing the 
best opportunity for a sniper. (See print out in following pages). It should be noted, 
however, that we are not making an argument for the opposite comer, window 
having been used for the shot: we are saying it would have been a much better place 
to shoot from than the so called ‘sniper’s nest.’ It would be correct to assume that, 
in the light of our work, we would consider an argument for the second hit to have 
been achieved from a shot from the ‘sniper’s nest’ a weak one. 

Many consider snipers to have been placed at locations in other buildings in the 
vicinity, the Dal-Tex Building, for instance. In the light of this study we could not, 
in any sense, rule out the second hit having come from a building other than the 
Texas School Book Depository. 
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Second Hit. Moving from window to window down the length of 
the sixth floor, we obser\>e varying degrees of difficulty for this 
shot. I 











Second Hit. The window' at the opposite end to the ' sniper ’s nest. 
Jhis marginally represented the best position on the sixth floor 
for a sniper to have fired this shot. 



Chapter Five 
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Third Hit 

True to the task we had set ourselves, we examined the claim that the fatal head 
wound had been made from a shot from the sixth floor window. 

When Failure Analysis produced animations involving the Presidential Lincoln, they 
showed the Lincoln by itself, so that it was impossible to study the influence on the 
situation of the Secret Service vehicle, which followed very close behind. This 
happened also with the Warren Commission’s re-enactment of the assassination: the 
Lincoln was shown in isolation. We resolved to show the Secret Service car 
wherever it might be pertinent, and in the consideration of the third hit we have an 
excellent example of how pertinent it, in fact, was. 

We made an animation showing the flight path which would have applied to a bullet 
fired from the sixth floor window to the President’s head at the point of the third hit. 
If such a bullet had been fired, it might well have been described as whistling 
through a sea of heads to reach its target. The heads were those of the Secret 
Service personnel standing erect at the sides of their vehicle. Here the print out 
which is shown in this booklet (see next page) does not illustrate the point we have 
to make half as well as the program animation does. This would have represented a 
classic shot of great proportions, to have found a mark through the heads, a mark 
which at this point was not even an erect head. It was a head collapsed on the 
shoulder of Jackie Kennedy. 

It must be said at once that, unless we are prepared to accept the hit and miss of 
random shooting, this shot was one of great complexity. It would have taken a 
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s„pe,b ma, k sm„ time ,0 - ;. up. U mu„ b. -d here ~ «- «- - “ 
from behind. i, was no. Lee Ha™, Oswdd shooting it Qune .pan from * ** 
required for the fen. and the questions whreh surrounded his ability as a shoou 
Oswald simply did no, have the time The time scale would no, have perm, 
Oswald to have set up such a shot. 

A , ,«s point i, is wofrh noting ,h„ since the Smirh-Vidi, Stud, oiled ou, the hrs, In, 
having come from behind and found the second hit ,0 be unrealistic frre otn 
‘sniper’s nest,’ the third hi. no, having been made by Oswald would complete, 
exonerate him from an, part in the assassination of President Kenned,. 

The fatal head shot clear,, came from Ihe front 1 side, from the area of the grass, 
Imoll We have further evidence to support this. An examination of the positron o 
the President’s head when the fat, shot was frred revealed tha, !ac*e’s head was 
generally, in from of his. Their heads were more or less in alhgnmenl. An, s o 
from behind, if it did no, also sfrike I.cltie, would a, leas, have greatly spafrer^ 
with blood and tissue. Tha, he, face and ha, were no, severely spattered w, 
and tissue indicates she was no. facing the oncoming bullet. In fact t e u , 
from the from, must have closely missed her in hining - and lollmg - her husban , 
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Chapter Six 



Summary 



The Smith-Vidit Study revealed that the Warren Report was inaccurate in describing 
the first shot to hit the President as a shot from the sixth floor window. The bullet 
did not perform as described in the Report: it did not strike the President’s back and 
exit his throat, it did not enter Governor Connally’s back, exit his chest, enter his 
right wrist, exit again and come to rest in the Governor’s left thigh. 

In fact the first bullet to hit President Kennedy came from the comer of the picket 
fence on the grassy knoll. It struck the President in the throat and exited his upper 
back. It was then traced via an opening between the Secret Service vehicle and an 
outrider to the road. Had the bullet been fired from behind it would have emanated 
from this position in the road. 

When the results of this part of the Study were apparent, we had no hesitation in 
accepting a front entry wound to the throat. This was supported by the initial 
opinion expressed by the medical staff at Dallas Parkland Hospital. Enquiries were, 
however, made about the viability of our claim that the upper back wound was an 
exit wound. The advice we received from those we approached on the subject, one 
of whom was one of the doctors who had treated President Kennedy at Parkland 
Hospital and the other a distinguished pathologist, amounted to a confirmation that 
wounds of entry and exit were frequently confused. 
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The second wound the President received was not acknowledged by the Warren 
Commission. We carefully checked the possibility of this shot having come from the 
stxth floor window and though results were inconclusive, we showed that this would 
have provided a limited opportunity for a shot. There were better opportunities from 
some of the other windows on the sixth floor with the best being from the window 

furthest away from the 'sniper’s nest.’ There were, no doubt, better opportunities 
from other neartiy buildings, also. 

It is worth noting here that a photograph which has puzzled many is fully explained 
by the second hit. The picture taken by press photographer James Altgens shows the 
Presidential Lincoln followed by the Secret Service car, and a feature of this photo is 
that the Secret Service personnel are turned round, looking behind, no doubt in 
response to a shot having been fired. The question arose over whether the heads 
were turned in response to the first bullet to hit the President. This would have 
supported a shot from the rear. In fact they were turned in response to the second 
hit, confirming that the second hit came from behind. 

The third and fatal shot which struck the President in the head clearly came from the 
front and right side. In our work we explored the possibility of the shot having come 
from behind. The difficulty of such a shot would have demanded the sniper took 
time to set it up which, effectively, rules out Lee Harvey Oswald as the shooter. 
Further, it was a ‘hit and miss’ shot even for a sniper with the time to set h up. 

The work we did involving placing the President’s wife in the position she occupied 
during this part of the shooting indicated the shot came from the front and grassy 
knoll side of the Plaza. It did not come from directly in front of the President, since 
Mrs Kennedy would have been in the line of fire. Had it come from the rear Mrs 

Kennedy would certainly have been spattered with blood and tissue in a manner 
which would have been seen at once. 
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The print out featured in this small book has been taken from the actual computer 
study. In some cases they show measurements. Other illustrations will be found 
which will indicate the mathematical basis for the work undertaken in the 
Smith- Vidit Study. It is hoped this book gives a complete account of the four year 
study. 
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The following pages will assist in the 
understanding of the means of 
calculating cordinates and the general 
underlying mathematics. 
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Coordinate system 
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